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**Executive Summary**

PARTICIPANTS
• Over 270 participated in the confer-

ence,  including  140  students,  24 
teachers,  and 106 parents and com-
munity members

• Ruth Perez Ashley, Assistant Super-
intendent,  Long  Beach  Unified 
School District

• Chris  Kakimi,  National  Education 
Association

• Dr.  Audrey  Yamagata  Noji,  Vice 
President, Mt. San Antonio College, 
Walnut, CA

SPONSORS
Majestic Realty Foundation, Silver
Michael & Vicky Durham, Silver
California Credit Union, Silver

Penske Toyota Scion, Silver
Dr. Victor & Marie Thompson, Silver
TEAM Referral Network, Silver
Gateway Business Bank, Copper
State Farm Insurance, Copper

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: James Kawika 
Riley, Pacific Islander Access Project, who 
helped to end Pacific Islander exclusion 
from higher education opportunities

WORKSHOP PRESENTERS
• Uncle Henry Kamae, Ukulele
• Zobeida Castillo, Dance Workshop
• Marie Thompson, Arts and Crafts
• Wilson  Financial  Services,  How to 

Fund for Education

AWARDS CEREMONY
• Thirty seven students were Christina 

Diaz Student Scholar Awards recipi-
ents

• Four Sevia Ma’ae Educator Awards 
were awarded: Kristin Aldrete, Dani 
Boepple,  Linda  Rasmussen,  and 
Gwen  Yates;  Four  Dr.  Alofa 
Tanuvasa  Community Awards were 
presented: Ama Tupu,  June  Pouesi, 
Al Aiono, and John Keoni Jensen

• Dannica  Ofisa, former  Lakewood 
High  School  student,  now  at  Cal 
State  University,  Fullerton,  received 
the  Christina  Diaz  Scholarship 
sponsored  by Vemma,  NT&Associ-
ates, Wilson Financial Services, and 
Guesthouse International Hotel

PERFORMING GROUPS
• Hughes Middle School Polynesian 

Club
• Troop 1200, Boy Scouts of America 

Colorguard, Bellflower, CA
• Paramount High School Pacific Is-

lander Club



EXHIBITORS
Ray Diaz Hawaiian Gourds
Brinks Home Security
California Telephone Access Program
East West Discovery Press
Los Angeles County Office of Education
Mary Kay Cosmetics
NAPAFASA
PasifikBridge Books
Silpada Designs
Vemma

PARTICIPANT COMMENTS
• Very stimulating & provocative
• Very good forum and gathering re-

sources
• Continue the effort!
• Thanks for acknowledging me with 

something new
• It was fun!
• Uncle Henry, You are the Best!
• It was worth coming, good job

NPIEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Falanai Ala, President 
Bianca Larson, Past President
Eugene Mafi, Secretary
Martha Donnenfield, Treasurer
Soledad Santos, Member
Dr. Victor Thompson, Executive Director

NPIEN STAFF
Myra McGinnis, Executive Assistant
Tino Andres, Chief of Staff
Letitia Bradley
David Brown
Jenny Chomori
Lopaka Faria
QB Keju
Bruce Lee
Lei Pule
Judy Ann Sanchez

NPIEN BOARD ADVISORS
Ruth Perez Ashley
Dr. Kehaulani Kauanui
Dr. Audrey Yamagata Noji
Prany Sananikone
Rev. Misipouena Tagaloa

NPIEN HONORARY BOARD 
MEMBERS
Congressman Eni Faleomavaega
Linda Garcia
Vivian Hansen
Assemblymember George Nakano
Wallace Aliifua Rank
Dr. Adele Satele-Galea’i,

Superintendent Chris Steinhauser
Governor Togiola T.A. Tulafono
Congressman Robert A. Underwood

PARAMOUNT HIGH SCHOOL
Dr. Greg Buckner, Principal
Gwen Yates, Assistant Principal

PARAMOUNT UNIFIED SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT
Linda Garcia
Vivian Hansen
Tony Pena
Alicia Anderson
Sonya Cuellar
Dr. David Verdugo, Superintendent

THANKS TO LEGISLATORS: 
Congresswoman Linda T. Sanchez, As-
semblymember Betty Karnette, Assembly-
member Curren Price, Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Don Knabe, Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Yvonne Brathwaite Burke, City 
of Paramount Mayor Gene Daniels, City of 
Lakewood Mayor Steve Croft



Gwen Yates, Assistant Principal, 
Paramount High School, receives 
the Sevia Ma’ae Educator Award

Hughes Middle School Students Wow 
the Crowd with Pacific Islander DanceDannica Ofisa, Cal State Fullerton 

student, 2008 Christina Diaz Schol-
arship Recipient

Cherrae Tedtaotao Receives 
Christina Diaz Student Scholar 
Award

Compton USD Teacher Dani Boepple, 
Sevia Ma’ae Educator Award Recipi-
ent, reviews certificates


