
NATIONAL PACIFIC 

ISLANDER EDUCATOR 

NETWORK (NPIEN)  

10th Anniversary 

ñUniting the resources of the 
village to strengthen families, the 
community, and to promote 
educational excellenceò 



The National Pacific Islander Educator 

Network 

WHO ARE THE PACIFIC 

ISLANDERS? 

ÂMelanesians: Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands, New Caledonia, Vanuatu 

ÂMicronesians: Guam, Chuuk, Kosrae, Pohnpei, 
Yap (Federated States), Marshall Islands, Palau, 
Northern Marianas (Saipan, Maug, Rota), 
Kiribati 

Â Polynesians: Cook Islands (Rarotonga), Easter 
Island (Rapa Nui), French Polynesia (Tahiti, 
Bora Bora, Marquesas), Hawaii, Maori (New 
Zealand), Niue, Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu 
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How did we start? 

Â2001 Summit on Southeast Asians & 

Pacific Islanders in Washington D.C. 

ÂCongressman Robert A. Underwood of 

Guam 

ÂMake a Difference 
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Education Data 

Â Only 9% of our students graduate 
with a Bachelorôs Degree 

 

 Tongan 6%   

 Fijian 7% 

 Samoan 7% 

 Guamanian (Chamorro) 11% 

 Hawaiian 15% 

 

Â Only 2.8 % graduate with an 
advanced degree 

 Tongan  1% 

 Fijian  2% 

 Samoan  2% 

 Guamanian (Chamorro)  3% 

 Hawaiian  6% 

 
 

 

Â 78% graduate from high school 
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Founding Board Members 

 

Â Sefa Aina, Dr. Michael Perez, Dr. Alofa 

Tanuvasa, Sevia Maôae, Joyce Mann, Freda 

Tanuvasa  

ÂArt Medina, Falanaôi Ala, Eugene Mafi, Kevin 

Piggee 

Â Bianca Larson, President, 2006-2008 

ÂFalanaôi Ala 2008-2010 

ÂMartha Gusukuma Donnenfield 2010-2012  



The National Pacific Islander Educator 

Network 

Who serves on the board today? 

Â NPIEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Â Martha Donnenfield, President 

Â Falanai Ala, Immediate Past President 

Â Aileen Tanimoto Matsuura, President Elect 

Â Rita Scanlan, Vice President 

Â Eugene Mafi, Secretary 

Â Nikki Wood-Perkins, Treasurer 

Â Tino Andres 

Â Jennifer Kang 

Â Hector Molina 

Â Teresa Molina 

Â Valanitta Richard Jingles 

Â Soledad Santos, Northern California Chapter President 

Â Gwen Yates 

Â Dr. Victor C. Thompson, Executive Director 
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NPIEN STAFF 
Volunteers 

 

 

Â Tino Andres, Chief of Staff 

Â Katie Tanner, Exec. Assistant 

Â David Brown  

Â Jenny Chomori 

Â Lopaka Faria 

Â Ixchel Gill- Stanford 

Â QB Keju 

Â Bruce Lee 

Â Judy Ann Sanchez 

Â Dr. Mafutaga Tagaloa Tulifau 

Â Wno Else Will Join? 
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Annual Conferences 

Â 2002 CSU Long Beach 

Â 2003 CSU Long Beach 

Â 2004 CSU Long Beach 

Â 2005 Paramount High 

Â 2006 Paramount High 

 

Â 2007 Cabrillo High 

Â 2008 Paramount High 

Â 2009 Paramount High 

Â 2010 Artesia High 

Â 2011 Paramount High 

Â Over 3,000 participants 
in 10 years 

Â Awards to 300 students, 
teachers, community 
members 
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Mentoring 

Â Guest speakers: Iosefa 

Aina, Pomona College,  

Â Falanai Ala, Architect, 

Wally Rank, former NBA 

player,  

Â Ruth Ashley, Asst, 

Superintendent, Long 

Beach USD 

 

Â Dr. Tagaloa Tulifau, 

Podiatrist 

Â Social Workers Vaka 

Faletau and Mo Sapiga 

Â Attorney Meghan 

Blanco 

Â Pua Palei, Long Beach 

Memorial Hospital 

Â Uncle Henry Kamae 
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Guest Speaker & Mentoring 

Outreach Program to Schools 

ÂVisits to the following schools to 
participate in cultural festivals, career day, 
mentoring and guest speaker events: 

ÂLong Beach USD: Cabrillo HS, CAMS, 
Lakewood HS, Jordan HS, Stanford MS, 
Hoover MS, Jackie Robinson Academy, 
Stevens MS, Hughes MS, Madison 
Elementary, Riley Elementary 
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More Schools 

ÂParamount USD: Paramount HS, 
Paramount HS West, Collins School, 
Lakewood School 

ÂBellflower USD: Ramona School, 
Washington School, Mayfair HS, 
Bellflower HS 

ÂLAUSD: Carnegie MS, Carson HS, Trinity 
Street ES 
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A Few More 

ÂCompton USD: Compton HS, Dominguez HS, 

Roosevelt MS, Davis MS 

ÂMorse HS, San Diego, Downey High School, 

Hueneme HS, Ventura, McKinley HS, Honolulu 

Â ABC USD: Artesia HS; Costa Mesa HS 

Â 2007 to 2010 = 100 students per year, in 2011 = 

800 students = 1,200 students 
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Conference Presentations 

Â Association of California School Administrators 

Â National Association of Bilingual Education 

Â Asian Pacific Americans in Higher Education 

Â California Association of Asian Pacific American Educators 

Â Famoksaiyan: Decolonizing Chamorro Histories, Identities, and 
Futures, Sons & Daughters of Guam 

Â National Association of Asian Pacific American Educators 

Â California Teachers Association 

Â National Education Association 

Â APIASF Summit in Washington D.C. 
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Northern California Chapter 

ÂThree successful conferences: Cal State 

East Bay in Hayward, Evergreen Valley 

College in San Jose 

ÂDeveloped own local scholarship fund 

ÂServe students throughout Northern 

California communities 

 



The National Pacific Islander Educator 

Network 

Humanitarian Service & Sponsorship 

Â YMCA Golf Tournament 

Â Carson Boys and Girls Club Fundraiser 

Â Carson High School Scholarship Fund 

Â The Living Help Center Walk for Life, Downey 

Â Lakewood High School Football, Music, Aquatics Fundraisers 

Â Lakewood Project Shepherd 

Â American Red Cross Blood Drive Sponsor 

Â Asian Miracles Bone Marrow Donor Drive 

Â Miss Pacific Islander Pageant, Long Beach 

Â PIA Luau, California State University, Long Beach 

Â APAICS 

Â LEAP 

Â Association of Pacific Islander Educators Luau 

Â Sisterôs Alumni of the South Pacific Luau 

Â Pacific American Student Services Golf Tournament 

Â Lakewood Education Foundation Golf Tournament 

Â Together Samoa 
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www.npien.com  

ÂFacebook 

ÂTwitter 

ÂBlog 

ÂCNN Local, Radio Australia, Samoa News, 

Pacific Daily News, Guam 

http://www.npien.com/
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Mentors 
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Dr. Maenette Benham, University 

of Hawaii 
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ñDr. Alohaò Saitia Faôaifo 
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Master Ukulele Player, Uncle 

Henry Kamae 
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Police Chief Penu Pauôu 

ÂNational City, San Diego County, Only PI 
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Sgt. Isaac Hoôopiôi, Pentagon 

Police Officer 

ÂSeptember 11th Hero 
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Karen Janney 

ÂCalifornia Principal of the Year, 

Montgomery High School, Sweetwater 

Union High School District, San Diego 
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 Ruth Perez Ashley 

ÂAssistant Superintendent, Long Beach 

Unified School District 
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Dr. Vicente Diaz 

ÂAssistant Professor, University of Michigan 


