
NATIONAL  

PACIFIC ISLANDER  

EDUCATOR NETWORK 

Annual Conference 2011 

Paramount High School,  

Paramount, CA 

**Executive Summary** 

 

 
Marshall Islands 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

355 participated in the conference on  

November 12
th
, including 196 students, 28 

teachers, and 131 parents and community 

members 

 

SPONSORS 

Majestic Realty Foundation, Gold 

California Credit Union, Silver 

Gateway Business Bank, Silver 

Linaka Polynesian Dancers, Copper 

Aileen Tanimoto Matsuura, Copper 

Melaleuca/BBG Group, Copper 

NT & Associates, Copper 

Rainbow Drive-in, Copper 

Cookie Lee Jewelry, Bronze 

Meghan Blanco, Bronze 

Dr. Matsuura, Bronze 

Ohana Hawaiian BBQ, Bronze 

PLUS Program, Bronze 

Judy Ann Sanchez, Bronze 

Starbucks, Bronze 

Teachers Association of Long Beach,Bronze 

Hope Thompson, Bronze 

White Realty Inc., Bronze 

Nikki Wood-Perkins, Bronze 

Lou Grimaldi, State Farm Insurance, Patron 

Jean Kawaguchi, Patron 

Dr. Karla Rolff, Patron 

Don Sorenson, Patron 

Anselmo Villanueva, Patron 

Ray Vincent, Patron 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Anna-Rita Sloss 

is the creator of Hot Hula © Fitness, a  

popular core workout set to the rhythm of 

the islands.  Conference attendees enjoyed a 

workout with Anna-Rita. 

 
Anna-Rita Sloss with Hughes Middle 

School Students & Linda Rasmussen 

 

WORKSHOP PRESENTERS 

Á Uncle Henry Kamae, Ukulele Expert 

Á Linaka Polynesian Dancers, Dance 

Workshop, Linda Vaca & Willie  

Á NPIEN Board, Arts and Crafts 

“Gecko Making” 

Á Margaret Sanborn, Pacific American 

Academy 

Á Dr. Joseph De Torres, Contra Costa 

College 

Á Laty Johnson, CSU East Bay 

Á Nancy Martinsen, CSU East Bay 

Á Dan Lunaria, National Education 

Association 

 

 

 
Hawaii 

 

CAREER & COLLEGE FAIR 

¶ American University of Health  

Sciences 

¶ Asian Pacific Islander American 

Scholarship Fund 

¶ Cerritos College 

¶ CSU Dominguez Hills 

¶ CSU East Bay 

¶ CSU Fullerton 

¶ El Camino College, Compton Center 

¶ Los Angeles Police Department 

 

 

 



AWARDS CEREMONY 

× Twenty six students were Christina Diaz 

Student Scholar Awards recipients 

× Three Sevia Ma’ae Educator Award 

were awarded: Lionel Gonzalez, Eric 

Lindshield, & Eunice Hooker  

× Three Dr. Alofa Tanuvasa Community 

Awards were presented:  Sai Momoli, 

Lola Sablan-Santos, & Vanessa Tuione 

× Shane Mauinatu, Shawn Mauinatu, 

Madgalene Robertson, Jayde Togiaso, 

and Herby Tuala received the Christina 

Diaz Scholarships sponsored by Gate-

way Business Bank, the Anita Barrios 

Memorial Fund, the Sarah Tanimoto 

Memorial Fund, the Matsuura Family, 

PLUS, 

Melaleuca/BBG Group, and the  

Teachers’ Association of Long Beach.   

 

PERFORMING GROUPS 

Roosevelt Middle School Pacific Islander 

Club, Dominguez High School Pacific  

Islander Club, Lakewood High School  

Pacific Islander Club , Linaka Dance Work-

shop Group, Boy Scout Troop 72, Uncle 

Henry’s Ukulele Class, Paramount High 

School Pacific Islander Club, Davis Middle 

School Pacific Islander Club 

 

 
Samoa 

 

 

 

EXHIBITORS 

Gateway Business Bank. California Credit 

Union, Pacific Asian Counseling Group, 

Cookie Lee, Professional Tutors of America, 

Hot Hula© Fitness, Teaching Aids to Go, 

Teachers Association of Long Beach, 

Schools First Federal Credit Union, Exotical 

Hawaiian Shop, Tairona Enterprises,  

Heinneman, A Bit of Aloha, Writer’s  

Gateway 

 

 
 Tonga 

 
NPIEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Martha Donnenfield , President 

Aileen Tanimoto-Matsuura, President Elect 

Falanai Ala, Past President  

Rita Scanlan, Vice President 

Eugene Mafi, Secretary 

Nikki Wood-Perkins, Treasurer 

Tino Andres, Chief of Staff 

Jennifer Kang, Member 

Hector Molina, Member 

Teresa Molina, Member 

Valanitta Richard-Jingles, Member 

Soledad Santos, No CA Chapter President 

Gwen Yates, Member 

Dr. Victor Thompson, Executive Director 

 
NPIEN STAFF 

Tino Andres, Chief of Staff 

Katie Tanner, Executive Assistant 

David Brown 

Jenny Chomori 

Lopaka Faria 

Henry Kamae 

QB Keju 

Bruce Lee 

Linda Rasmussen & Hughes Middle School 

Students 

Judy Ann Sanchez 

Ixchel Gill -Stanford 

Dr. Mafutaga S. Tagaloa-Tulifau 

 
NPIEN BOARD ADVISORS 

Ruth Perez Ashley 

Dr. Kehaulani Kauanui 

Dr. Audrey Yamagata Noji 

Prany Sananikone 

Rev. Misipouena Tagaloa 

 

NPIEN HONORARY BOARD 

MEMBERS 
Congressman Eni Faleomavaega 

Linda Garcia 

Vivian Hansen 

Assemblymember George Nakano 

Wallace Aliifua Rank 

Dr. Adele Satele-Galea’i 

Superintendent Chris Steinhauser 

Governor Togiola T.A. Tulafono 

Congressman Robert A. Underwood 

 

NPIEN FOUNDING BOARD MEMBERS  

Iosefa Aina 

The Late Sevia Maôae 

Joyce Mann 

Dr. Michael Perez 

Freda Tanuvasa 



The Late Dr. Alofa Tanuvasa  

 

 

PARAMOUNT HIGH SCHOOL 

Dr. Greg Buckner, Principal 

Valanitta Richard Jingles, Assistant Principal 

Pacific Islander Club Advisors: Aileen  

Tanimoto Matsuura, Jennifer Kang 

 
PARAMOUNT UNIFIED SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 

Tony Pena ï President 

Linda Garcia ï Vice President 

Alicia Anderson - Member 

Sonya Cuellar - Member 

Vivian Hansen - Member 

Dr. David Verdugo, Superintendent 

 

 

 
Guam 

 
THANKS TO AWARDS SPONSORS:  

Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe, 

Los Angeles County Supervisor Mark  

Ridley-Thomas, Congresswoman Linda 

Sanchez, Assemblymember Isadore Hall, 

Compton City Council, Assemblymember 

Warren Furutani,  Assemblymember Bonnie 

Lowenthal, Costa Mesa Mayor Gary  

Monahan, State Senator Alan Lowenthal, 

State Senator Tom Harman, Orange County 

Supervisor John M.W. Moorlach, Carson 

City Council, Amy’s Trophies, Paramount 

City Council, State Senator Roderick Wright 

 

DOOR PRIZE SPONSORS  In-N-Out 

Burgers, Golf-N-Stuff, Cal Bowl, Orange 

County Museum of Art, Hornblower Cruises, 

Long Beach Museum of Art, Long Beach 

State Athletics, Glacial Gardens, Los Angeles 

Natural History Museum, Hofs Hut, Cerritos 

Center for the Performing Arts, Ice House 

Comedy Club, Gateway Business Bank, 

Cookie Lee Jewelry; Santa Ana Zoo,  

Starbucks, Professional Tutors of America; 

Hotel Current; Mary Kay,  Frank & Soledad 

Santos, Comedy & Magic Club, Los Angeles 

Dodgers, Medieval Times, Lopaka Faria and 

Judy Ann Sanchez, Pacific Islander Ethnic 

Art Museum (PIEAM), Pepperdine Universi-

ty, Subway, Lakewood Education Founda-

tion, Yuki Sato, Vintage Ukulele,  

Rainbow Drive-in Gift Basket 

 

 

  
 

Northern Mariana Islands ï Saipan 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Join us for the 11

th
 Annual Conference on 

November 10, 2012 

Falanai Ala leads the ukulele 

class in the Closing  

Ceremony 

Tanner Luatua & Deanna 

 Leiataua Receive the  

Christina Diaz Scholar Award 

http://www.paramount.k12.ca.us/board/alica_anderson.php


 

  
American Samoa 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PARTICIPANT COMMENTS 

¶ Anna-Rita was inspiring for all ages! 

¶ The session by the Northern  

California Chapter helped us learn 

more about college, and the islands 

of Micronesia 

¶ We can’t wait for the 2012  

Conference! 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

www.npien.com 

 

 

 

Costa Mesa High School Teacher Eunice Hooker, Sevia 

Ma’ae Educator Award Winner 

A Capacity Crowd at the Paramount High School 

Gym 

Founding Board Members Dr. Michael 

Perez and Sefa Aina 

Albert Wilmovsky, Cerritos College,  

& Diego Ruiz, Heinnemann were 

some of the 20 vendors & exhibitors 

NPIEN President Martha Donnenfield with  

Andrea Biggers & Camille Hernandez, California 

Credit Union, and Lorraine Telles, Cookie Lee 

http://www.npien.com/

